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Guayaquil, 21st July 1876

Dear Mr. Sander,
I have received your kind letter of the 30th May as well as the copy of your letter to Roezl, dated 2nd June. These are bad news about the Bollea. You say that I had watered them but that is not so. The continued rain in Buenaventura started in May and since time was so short, I was unable to dry them. I believe that if Wallis does not have them, then Franz will go to New Granada this autumn to try and find them.

You write to Roezl that in crate No. 33 there were 100 Od. vexi., that is a mistake, they were Od. roezlii.

I received a letter from Wallis saying that he will go to Popayan. But Lehmann is being a nuisance, he follows me everywhere, if the cirhosum he already despatched 300 last month and still has about 1,000 here we always collected together this month.

In your letter of the 30th May you write you that that I shall get cirrhosum on the journey; that is exactly what happened when I returned with 1000 plants. Luck had it that Franz and I arrived at the same time. I arrived with Lehmann, each of us brought 1000 plants which we collected with great difficulty. But Franz brought 3,000, so that we have more than Lehmann. We have nothing else, just 4,000 cirrhosum and approximately 100 Masdevallia. I believe it is racemosa, and then a further 100 of the large white Maxillaria (Lycaste ?). Next month we shall collect a further 2,000 cirrhosum, 4 - 5,000 Begonia froebelii, 500 or 700 Trichopilia fragrans, 500 or 1000 hallii and if possible also macranthum. But Lehmann is so outrageous that he pursues us every step. I think he is just as awful as his boss.
Can you imagine, today there arrived a man who usually collects (Od.) hallii and cirrhosum for us, and Lehmann found out about this in a strange way. He went to see him and told him that he would pay one dollar more than we per 100 plants, and he wanted him to collect for him. The man did not agree and came to me straight away and told me about it. I have him $20 advance and told him that he should pay me for this with plants.

Of course, I could not keep this a secret from Lehmann; so he started making excuses and said that this man was a liar, that he had not discussed anything like this with him. He did not realise that this man can be a disadvantage for him for he is an Indian like the rest of the people in the village. If asked to collect, he will ask if you are coming also; if not, he will not go anywhere, nor will the rest of the village. Since Lehmann had annoyed me so much, I told him that the man had talked about him and that he is quite hostile. This means that he may not receive any plants from there, which would be the best thing for us. I don’t trust him, he appears very friendly but I notice that that does not go far. He says that ambition has driven him to collect. If that is so, why doesn’t he go to find something new ? for with cirrhosum, there is no more honour to be gained. I knew that the cirrhosum are much easier to find at the other location, I told him that Franz was going there to find On. macranthum and I went with him to collect the cirrhosum. I couldn’t get a room in the hotel and rented an apartment at some distance. He even found out about that and turned up last night when I had the whole room full of cirrhosum. He stood as if hit by lightning. I didn’t exactly enjoy his visit, but now we are ahead of him by 3,000. He had no idea. Franz left another 1,000 cirrhosum there because he could not carry them; we are also ahead of him by 500 hallii. Today I paid in advance. A few hundred Mesospinidium sanguineum will probably be in our next consignment.
I am not well today, I am in great pain in the back and am feeling ill, I can hardly write and cannot be bent over for long. I am worried about this, tomorrow I want to work, Franz departs tomorrow, Lehmann will follow him, I don’t know how I shall cope here.

Once we have finished with the cirrhosum, I shall send Franz after Bollea. I’ll have to quit writing, today I cannot endure any more, maybe I’ll be better tomorrow.
Thank god, I have packed 1500 [plants] into crates, these are small boxes. The pain has receded quite a lot. I hope to have finished packing by tomorrow. One cannot get much into the small boxes. I have already filled 18.

	No. 44
	15
	Maxillaria (Lycaste ?), the white one with the large flowers which I sent last year.

	
	100
	Masdevallia racemosa (?)

	45
	30
	Masdevallia racemosa

	
	25
	Masdevallia nictarinea and some maxillaries

	46
	6
	Oncidium spec. I believe they are 

	
	2
	Trichopilia fragrans

	
	30
	?

	47
	8
	Od. cirrhosum extra strong and one orchid brought by Wallis from Utria. I would like to know what it is.

	48
	35
	Oncidium cirrhosum

	49
	36
	id.

	50
	40
	id.

	51
	38
	id.

	52
	35
	id.

	53
	50
	id.

	54
	55
	id.

	55
	55
	id.

	56
	55
	id.

	57
	150
	id.



Total 550

	58
	350
	Oncidium cirrhosum

	59
	70
	id.

	60
	60
	id.

	61
	300
	id.


The rest are still lying about here. You also asked Roezl what kind of blue the Bollea was, it is the same as in the picture. Roezl writes that Boxall is here. That is wrong, it’s Lehmann.
I intend to send a further 3,000 cirrhosum with the next consignment and 500 – 1000 Trichopilia fragrans, 5,000 Begonia froebelii and some of the hallii and Mesospinidium sanguineum. If I can’t send them all at once, I shall make 2 shipments. I must write to Roezl. Tomorrow I want to complete this task.

Today I have packed the following crates:

	62
	500
	Oncidium cirrhosum

	63
	75
	id.

	64
	350
	id.

	65
	125
	id.

	66
	350
	id.

	67
	60
	id.

	68
	90
	id.

	69
	480
	id.

	Total
	2380
	

	70
	2380
	Od. cirrhosum

	70
	350
	id.

	71
	80
	id.

	72
	80
	id.

	73
	100
	id.

	74
	125
	id.

	75
	280
	id.

	76
	100
	id.

	77
	250
	id. and 15 Maxillaria

	78
	32
	Maxillaria

	Total
	3777
	


Today when I was having my lunch, Roezl turned up, who is the travel companion of Mr. André. The latter went to Lima and is expected to return tomorrow by steamer. Now I have completed the packing. In box 79 there are a number of small items, some tillandsias, some mesospinidiums and Pescatorea roezlii, some Masdevallia racemosa, an Epidendrum sp. with yellowish flowers, not particularly beautiful, 15 Oncidium sp., small, yellow with brown, with beautiful inflorescences.
The steamer arrived this morning and will depart tomorrow morning. You should have sent me the address of Thomas Hill. I labelled the crates as follows:

F. Sander & Co., care of Thomas Hill, Southampton and I shall send this consignment to him. But I don’t know the street name. The freight charges are the same as for London.

Please give me the exact details of the street for Hill so that I can send him the Bill of Lading. I enclose one for yourselves.

Also enclosed some flowers of cirrhosum. They are not very good because they are the last ones. The large flower is from the Maxillaria which flowers abundantly and grows quite cold, the yellow one is from the Oncidium in box 79. The … is very fine too, grows at approximately 5 – 6000 ft altitude. The Epidendrum ifs from a plant in box 79, it grows cold.
Enough for today. With the next consignment you should receive a few more cirrhosum.

Yours faithfully,
E. Klaboch
Translated by: Maren Talbot
Page 1 of 3
27/07/2004 11:43

